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Homelessness in Chatham County

The Savannah-Chatham community has the second highest rate of homelessness in the
State of Georgia. Despite an array of local support services, homelessness continues to
impact thousands of residents every year.
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Veteran Homelessness

Veterans are more likely than civilians to
experience homelessness. In Chatham
County Georgia, there are nearly 300 veterans
who do not have a place to call home.

Many veterans experience significant barriers
to finding and maintaining affordable
housing. Research shows that veterans who
served in the Vietnam era are at the greatest
risk of becoming homeless. Veterans
returning from deployments in Afghanistan
and Iraq are also at great risk due to
traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic
stress disorder, both of which are serious
health issues associated with homelessness.
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Our Approach to Ending Homelessness:
The Case for Housing First

Since 1989, the Chatham-Savannah Authority for the Homeless
(CSAH) has advocated for affordable housing, which is the most
effective, cost-saving approach to ending homelessness.

Housing First is an evidence-based model that recommends
homeless persons be placed in housing with no initial or ongoing
requirements to access social services. This model is widely
supported as a best practice in reducing homelessness.

Permanent housing helps stabilize both the individual veteran and
our communities.
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The Benefits of Housing First

COST SAVINGS

Studies nationwide have found that serving homeless populations costs taxpayers an
average of $30,000 to $50,000 per person per year, and that access to affordable housing
cuts these costs dramatically by reducing emergency room visits, hospitalizations, arrests,
and other high-cost services incurred by individuals struggling to live without a stable home.

IMPROVED SOCIETAL CONNECTIONS

Long-term evaluations of individuals placed in Housing First communities have found that
stable housing allows individuals to repair relationships and establish new connections with
others in their communities.

HOUSING STABILITY

Veterans living in Housing First communities are 8 times more likely to retain housing for at
least 12 months than their peers placed in treatment-first programs.



The Tiny House Project

Conceived by the Chatham-Savannah Authority for the Homeless in 2015, the
Tiny House Project is the state of Georgia's first effort dedicated to reducing
veteran homelessness by providing a community of permanent, affordable tiny
homes. The community, called the Cove at Dundee, includes all utilities, a tiny
medical clinic, and a clubhouse. This important initiative makes possible a life of
dignity, freedom, and security that every veteran deserves in this country they
so bravely served.

PROJECT RESULTS

Phase 1 of the Tiny House Project was completed in 2019 and is now home to
23 U.S. military veterans. Residents have access to support staff and case
managers, employment search assistance, skill-building workshops, and health
classes, all with an emphasis on building self-sufficiency. All residents of the
Cove at Dundee pay rent and are expected to meet their daily needs with their
income.




A Few of the Residents

Since 2019, 23 veteran residents have been living peacefully at The Cove at Dundee. Collectively, residents
contribute to community-wide decision making, set community rules, and work together to coordinate
activities such as shopping, off-site medical appointments, and home maintenance. Residents have also
elected a Council of Villages representative to plan activities and address community-level concerns.

PROJECT RESULTS

Photos by Geoff L. Johnson



It Took a Village

Thanks to an outpouring of community support, CSAH raised more than $1.4M in cash
and in-kind donations to support Phase 1. Our supporters include:
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Ending Homelessness for
23 More Veterans

Fundraising for Phase 2 of the Tiny House
Project began in January 2020. This phase
requires CSAH to raise an additional
$1.2M, which will house 23 more veterans.

FUNDRAISING PROGRESS

Total Project Goal: $2.6M
Gifts & Pledges Received: $2.2M

* Through October 21, 2021
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One Veteran's Story

Air Force veteran George Bacon, one of the project's first 12 residents, says he is more at peace in
his tiny home than anywhere he’s ever lived. He explains, "l can sit here now, read my books, and
actually plan my future." In the decades before he moved to The Cove at Dundee, Bacon saw
firsthand that housing in Savannah was growing out of reach. After a divorce and a disability left
him with financial hardship, he learned that you can do everything right, and still end up

homeless. Bacon calls himself blessed to be one of the first selected for an affordable tiny home in

The Cove at Dundee.

Story by Allison Stice; photo by Geoff L. Johnson for Savannah Magazine



Your Support Will Help
End Homelessness

Join the Savannah-Chatham community in supporting the
second phase of the Tiny House Project. Your tax-deductible
donation will be used to end homelessness for veterans in
need of housing right here in our community.

DONATE TODAY

There are 2 convenient ways to donate:

By Mail: PO Box 8936 - Savannah, GA 31412
Online: bit.ly/Phase2TinyHouse2021

Looking for other ways to support the project?
Call Cindy Kelley at 912-644-7945.

Photos by Geoff L. Johnson for Savannah Magazine


https://bit.ly/TinyHousePhase2

Phase 1 Supporters Who Gave $1,000+

MAJOR DONORS

Anonymous 1

Chatham Foundation
Dustcom Limited

Hansen Architects

Henry & Suzanne Croci
Home Depot Foundation
Joe Marchese Construction
Nine Line Foundation
Sydney Rangeley

Thomas & Hutton

Tom Taylor

Wesley Monumental United
Methodist Church

CORPORATE

Amethyst Kia

Atlantic - A Neighborhood Eatery
B&D Burgers

Badger Rental Services

Bartlett Tree

Beachview Event Rentals & Design
Bede Van Dyke, AIA Emeritus
Better Life Properties

Carriage Trade Public Relations
CelebriTees

Charles Lane Construction

City Electric Supply

Coastal Electric of Georgia
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Doug Bean Signs

Emergent Structures

Gammon Surveying

Georgia Power

GHD Services, Inc.

Ghost Coast Distillery

Green Frog Sleep Center

Green Goods Wholesale Nursery
Gulfstream

GOVERNMENT

City of Savannah

FOUNDATIONS

Community Foundation of the Lowcountry
Courtney Knight Gaines Foundation
Debley Foundation

Frueauff Foundation

J.C. Lewis Foundation

Savannah Community Foundation
Steinbach Family Charitable Lead Trust
Waterton Philanthropic Fund

Harco Construction

HBI

Home Depot - Abercorn Street
Innomed, Inc.

J.C. Lewis Primary Health Care
Judge Realty

Kole Management Company
Laney Contemporary
Locations Gallery

LStar Ventures

Mardon Construction, LLC
Moves with a Purpose Real Estate Team,
Keller Williams

MultiStone Enterprise, Inc.
MusicFile Productions

Nine Line Apparel

Northwest Exterminating

Old Savannah Tours
Plantation Lumber

Pollack Shores Real Estate Group
Resource + Land Consultants
Rubnitz Thompson Zibult
Savannah Clay Community

CONGREGATIONS

All Saints Episcopal Church

First Baptist Church of Savannah

First Presbyterian Church

Islands Episcopal Church

Isle of Hope United Methodist Church
Lifebridge Church

Lutheran Church of the Ascension
Rincon United Methodist Church
Savannah Christian Church

Skidaway Island Presbyterian

St. Thomas Episcopal Church

Trinity Church on Telfair Square

Trinity Lutheran

Unitarian Universalist Church of Savannah
Wilmington Island Presbyterian Church

Savannah Distributing Company, Inc.
Savannah Music Festival
Savannah Restoration
senegateCREATE

Service Brewing Company
Sherwin Williams

Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum
SMS Group

Spectrum Printing and Marketing
Starlandia

Target (grant)

Tharpe Engineering Group

The Adfish Group

The Peas & Corn Company

The Rail Pub

The Wormhole

Thompson & Thompson
Thrivent Your Cause, LLC
Upstream Consulting

ViWinTech Windows & Doors
Wells Fargo

Whole Foods

Wilmington Woodworking, LLC

GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS

AlA Savannah

ART

Daughters of the American Revolution
Downtown Garden Club of Savannah
Downtown Neighborhood Association
Georgia Apartment Association

Life Worthy Blessings

Metropolitan Savannah Rotary Club
Mid-Georgia Apartment Association

Military Order of Purple Heart Auxilliary 596
Rotary Club of Savannah East

Savannah Area Realtors

Savannah Lodge 1550 Loyal Order of Moose
St. Joseph's/Candler Angels of Mercy

INDIVIDUALS

Alexis Smith
Anonymous 2
Anonymous 3
Beth Kintsler
Beverly Willett
Brian Purtell
Cecilia Ridge
Charlene Grissom
Cindy Kelley & Kenneth Zapp
Crystal Davidian
Dale English

David Sackler
Debra Millwood
Dr. Beth Sheridan
Geoffrey Sherwood
Henry Minis

J Michael McGwier
Janet Stone

Jeff Kole

Jeffery Lowry

Jim Stevenson
John Demere
Judith Hinrichs

Savannah Newcomers

Savannah Streetcar Design District

Savannah Wheelmen

Tourism Leadership Council

Township High School District 214

Veterans Enforcers Motrocycle
Association (VEMA)

Victory Moto Show

Wandering Warriors Rugby

West Point Society

Khrista Villegas
Lanell Edge

Laura Baker
Laura Griffiths
Lori Judge

Mary Rooney
Michele Burton
Mike Collins

Minh Jan
Nicholas Pecone
Nina & David Altschiller
Rob Lee

Ruth Martini
Stephanie Hazlett
Toby Browne
William Rockhold



Phase 2 Supporters Who Have Given $1,000+

MAJOR DONORS

Anonymous 1

Gulfstream

Mr. & Mrs. Don L. Waters

Tim & Kathleen Mercier Family
Fund

CORPORATE

America's Home Place, Inc.
Beachview Bed & Breakfast
CSX Transportation

Georgia Power

Justice Products

Publix Super Markets Charities
Rubnitz Thompson Zibult, LLC
Saga Welco As, Inc.

The South Mountain Group, Inc.
True Classic Tees

Truist Financial Corporation
VSS Logistics

GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS

100 Women Who Care in Savannah
Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association
Daughters of the American Revolution
Savannah Area Realtors

Savannah Elks Lodge

Skidaway Island Boating Club

Tiny House Art Auction

Veterans Enforcers Motorcycle Association
Wandering Warriors

Warrior Brotherhood Motorcycle Club

INDIVIDUALS

Anny Montenegro

Alex Guira

Alice Green

Beth Sheridan

Bob & Marilyn Slagel
Bruce & Sarah Spradley
Caroline Nusloch
Carolyn Ernest

Charles Keaton

Charles McCoy

Cheryl Eady

Chris Barber

Claude & Cheryl Yearwood
David Colarusso

D.B. Baker

Dian Roberts

Donald Hands

Dr. & Mrs. Joel A. Greenberg
Eloise Wardell

Frances Arnsdorff

Gail Siegel

Gregg Broadstreet
Hurley (Trey) Cook, llI
Janet Stone

Jeff Kole

Jim Stevenson

Judith Hinrichs

Karen Wilson

Katherine Warden

Kent Gregory

Kim locovozzi
Kristen Olinger
Laura Baker
Margaret Ingram
Maria Martinson
Marie Smith
Mary Rooney
Mike Stephens
Minh Jan
Nicholas Pecone
Pamela Allen

Pat Geoghegan
Patricia McLeod
Patrick Prokop
Rosie Palmer
Sheri Estes
Stephen Acuff, DDS
Steve Dickey
Steven Estes
Susan Roberts
Suzanne Jackson
Sydney Rangeley
Terri Strickland
Thomas Bordeaux, Jr.
Toby Hollenberg
Tom Taylor
Tracey Dolan
Valkyrie Webb
Winifred Mund

FOUNDATIONS & FAMILY FUNDS

Colonial Foundation

Courtney Knight Gaines Foundation

DJ Smith Family Foundation

Enterprise Holdings Foundation

J.C. Lewis Foundation

Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation

Ira P. Berman and Helen A. Borrello
Charitable Gift Fund

Jerald A. and Sue Ellen Holleman
Foundation

Savannah Benevolent Association

The Adler Family Foundation

The Andrews Family Charitable Fund

The Bill & Freda Smith Fund

The Chatham Foundation

The Grissom Family Fund, in honor
of Robert T. Grissom

The Hodge Foundation

The Miller Family Fund

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

CONGREGATIONS

Immaculate Conception Assembly

Lutheran Church of the Ascension

Messiah Lutheran Church - Skidaway
Island



