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Acronym Guide

« CA: Collaborative Applicant

o CDBG: Community Block Development Grant

« CE: Coordinated Entry

« CHSA: Community Housing Services Agency, Inc.

« CSAH: Chatham Savannah Authority for the Homeless

« ESG: Emergency Shelter Grant Program

« FMR: Fair Market Rent

« HMIS: Homeless Management Information System

« HIC: Housing Inventory Chart

« HOPWA: Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS

« HOT: Homeless Outreach Team

« HUD: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development

« HUD-VASH: HUD Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing

Program



Acronym Guide

ICH/COC: Interagency Council on Homelessness/ Continuum
of Care

NOFOJ/A: Notice of Funding Opportunities/Availability
PATH: Projects for Assistance in Transition from
Homelessness

PH: Permanent Housing

PIT: Point In Time Count

PSH: Permanent Supportive Housing

RRH: Rapid Re-Housing

SHP: Supportive Housing Program

SPC or S+C: Shelter Plus Care

SRO: Single Room Occupancy for the Homeless

SSO: Supportive Service Only

SSVF: Supportive Services for Veterans and their Families
TH: Transitional Housing

UFA: Unified Funding Agency

VAWA: Violence Against Women Act



Definition Guide

« Collaborative Applicant (CA): A single agency or organization designated by a
Continuum of Care to be that Continuum’s sole representative in grant
applications to HUD. The collaborative applicant is the only entity that can
apply for HUD grants for the Continuum that it represents. Chatham
Savannah Authority for the Homeless serves as the Collaborative Applicant for
Savannah/Chatham County Continuum of Care

o Community Block Grant (CDBG): Created under the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, this program provides grant funds to local and state
governments to develop viable urban communities by providing decent housing
with a suitable living environment and expanding economic opportunities to
assist low- and moderate-income residents. CDBG replaced several categorical
grant programs, such as the Model Cities program, the Urban Renewal
program, and the Housing Rehabilitation Loan and Grant program.

« Coordinated (CE): Chatham Savannah Authority for the Homeless is the
director and manager of Coordinated Entry for the Chatham/Savannah
ICH/CoC. Coordinated Entry is a streamlined system that assesses households
using an objective tool that identifies vulnerability and barriers to housing.
Those who are assessed as having the highest vulnerability and housing barriers
will be prioritized for access to available housing programs as vacancies
occur.Through homeless service access points, individuals can be assessed and
prioritized based on vulnerability and severity of needs. Currently, the CoC
prioritizes permanent supportive housing for chronically homeless clients
assessed through coordinated entry. Coordinated entry has been implemented

with clients who are in need of a rapid rehousing intervention.



« Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG): A federal CPD program grant designed to
help improve the quality of existing emergency shelters for the homeless, to
make additional shelters available, to meet the costs of operating shelters, to
provide essential social services to homeless individuals, and to help prevent
homelessness. ESG also provides short-term homeless prevention assistance to
persons at imminent risk of losing their own housing due to eviction,
foreclosure, or utility shutoffs.

« Fair Market Rent (FMR): Primarily used to determine payment standard
amounts for the Housing Choice Voucher program, to determine initial
renewal rents for some expiring project-based Section 8 contracts, to determine
initial rents for housing assistance payment contracts in the Moderate
Rehabilitation Single Room Occupancy program, and to serve as a rent ceiling
in the HOME rental assistance program.

« Homeless Management Information System (HMIS): The
Chatham/Savannah CoC uses a Homeless Management Information System
(HMIS) to collect client-level data and data on the provision of housing and
services to people experiencing homelessness in Chatham County and the City
of Savannah. The HMIS system mandated by DCA is ClientTrack. Agencies
receiving funding from the Chatham/Savannah CoC are required to use

ClientTrack to manage the progress of clients receiving CoC services and
interventions. Chatham Savannah Authority for the Homeless is the director
and manager for HMIS for the Chatham/Savannah CoC.

« Housing Inventory Count (HIC): The HIC is a point-in-time inventory of
provider programs within a Continuum of Care that provide beds and units
dedicated to serving people experiencing homelessness. It is categorized by 5
programs types: Emergency Shelter, Transitional Housing, Rapid Re-housing,
Safe Haven, and Permanent Supportive Housing. The HIC is designed to
accurately reflect each CoC’s capacity to house homeless and formerly
homeless individuals.

« Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA): Provides housing
assistance and supportive services to low-income people with HIV/AIDS and
their families. HOPWA funds may also be used for health care and mental
health services, chemical dependency treatment, nutritional services, case
management, assistance with daily living, and other supportive services.


https://archives.huduser.gov/portal/glossary/Glossary_c.html#cpd
https://eccovia.com/clienttrack/

« Homeless Outreach Team (HOT): CSAH’s Homeless Outreach Team
provides street outreach and case management services to our friends and
neighbors experiencing homelessness in the Chatham/Savannah area.

« HUD Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program (HUD-VASH): a joint
program between HUD and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).
HUD provides housing choice vouchers and VA provides case management
and outreach. This program targets veterans who are currently homeless.

« Interagency Council on Homelessness/ Continuum of Care (ICH/COC): The
Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH) is established to serve as the CoC
Board for the purpose of facilitating interagency and cross-sector coordination
in planning, policymaking, program development, system performance
monitoring, budget planning and coordination of federal homeless assistance
resources on behalf of the Continuum of Care (CoC). A collaborative funding
and planning approach that helps communities plan for and provide, as
necessary, a full range of emergency, transitional, and permanent housing and
other service resources to address the various needs of homeless persons. HUD
also refers to the group of service providers involved in the decision-making
processes as the ""Continuum of Care."

« Notice of Funding Opportunities/Availability (NOFO/A): A Notice of
Funding Availability is released in the Federal Register announcing all grant
submission deadlines and requirements. The SuperNOFA is the Federal
Register notice created by HUD to release multiple housing funding notices at
the same time. The CoC grant funds are released through a NOFA annually.

« McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act: The McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.) is a federal law that provides
important educational rights and services to PreK-12 children and youth

experiencing homelessness.

« Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH): PATH is a
grant funded program designed to support the delivery of outreach services to
individuals with serious mental illness and those with co-occurring substance
use disorders who are homeless or at imminent risk of becoming homeless.


https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim

« Permanent Housing (PH): Permanent Housing is community-based housing,
the purpose of which i s to provide housing without a designated length of stay.
There are two types of Permanent Housing: Permanent Supportive Housing
and Rapid Re-housing.

« Point In Time Count (PIT): Unduplicated 1-night estimates of both sheltered
and unsheltered homeless populations. The 1-night counts are conducted by
Continuums of Care nationwide and occur during the last week in January of
each year.

« Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH): Service-enriched long-term housing for
homeless persons with a disabling condition. All permanent supportive housing
has some level of service designed to strengthen the homeless individual or
family’s ability to live independently and guide them to the appropriate self—
sufficiency necessary to maintain independent living. Permanent supportive
housing does not have a designated length of stay, and may exist in one
building or in multiple scattered sites. It may also be limited to a portion of a
complex or development project.

« Rapid Re-Housing (RRH): Rapid Re-Housing is a type of Permanent
Housing designed to quickly transition individuals and families (with or
without disabilities) experiencing homelessness into permanent housing and
achieve stability in that housing. Intensive case management along with short
to medium term rental assistance is provided to households in RRH programs
for no more than 24 months.

« Supportive Housing Program (SHP): This program is authorized by title I'V of
the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (the McKinney Act) (42
U.S.C. 11381-11389). The program is designed to promote the development of
supportive housing and supportive services, including innovative approaches to
assist homeless persons in the transition from homelessness, and to promote the
provision of supportive housing to homeless persons to enable them to live as
independently as possible.



« Shelter Plus Care (SPC/S+C): A rental subsidy program to provide housing
for homeless persons with disabilities. Rental subsidies operate under similar
rules to Section 8 (i.e. 30% rent limits, housing quality indicators, etc.) but
must be matched by an equal (and auditable) level of services for every dollar of
housing provided. Funds may be used for site-based operating support or
scattered-site housing rental. A unit of local government or Public Housing
Authority must be the applicant for SPC and funds pass through the applicant
to project sponsors (agencies that provide the housing and services).

« Single Room Occupancy for the Homeless (SRO): Provides rental assistance
to homeless individuals in connection with moderate rehabilitation of SRO
dwellings.

« Supportive Services Only (SSO): Projects that address the service needs of
homeless persons. Projects are classified as this component only if the project
sponsor is not also providing housing to the same persons receiving the services.
SSO projects may be in a structure or operated independently of a structure,
such as street outreach services.

« Supportive Services for Veterans and their Families (SSVF): For very low-
income Veterans, SSVF provides case management and supportive services to
prevent the imminent loss of a Veteran's home or identify a new, more suitable
housing situation for the individual and his or her family; or to rapidly re-house
Veterans and their families who are homeless and might remain homeless
without this assistance.

« Transitional Housing (TH): Temporary housing for homeless persons to
facilitate their movement from the streets or emergency shelters into permanent
housing. Appropriate on-site supportive services necessary to facilitate that
movement must be included to be considered transitional housing. Persons
residing in transitional housing receive services designed to support future self
sufficiency and housing search/acquisition. Some transitional housing facilities
serve specific sections of the population (e.g. substance abusers, veterans,
families), and in such cases also provide for the special needs of their residents
(e.g. substance abuse services, veterans support groups, family education).
Transitional housing typically has limits on length of stay.



 Unified Funding Agency (UFA): An agency designated by the community to
receive direct grants from HUD and then distribute sub-grants to project
Sponsors.

« Violence Against Women Act (VAWA): The Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA, 34 U.S.C. § 12471 et seq.) provides housing protections for survivors
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and/or stalking
(collectively referred to on this page as “VAWA violence/abuse”). (See 34
U.S.C. § 12291). Despite the name of the law, VAWA’s protections apply
regardless of sex, sexual orientation, or gender identity (See 24 C.F.R. §
5.2001).



https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title34/subtitle1/chapter121/subchapter3/partL&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title34-section12291&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title34-section12291&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-5/subpart-L
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-5/subpart-L

