
FY2026 CoC Competition NOFO: New
Applicants

Interested in Applying for CoC Competition Funding? Start Here.
The FY2026 CoC Competition is a highly competitive federal funding opportunity to support
housing and services for individuals and families experiencing homelessness.
For new applicants, early preparation is critical—especially when it comes to required federal
systems and documentation.

What You Need to Do First
1.  Register in SAM.gov (REQUIRED)

a.All applicants must have an active SAM (System for Award Management) registration to
receive federal funding.

b.If you are not currently registered, you should begin this process immediately
c.Registration and validation can take several weeks
d.Your organization cannot receive funding or submit in e-snaps without an active SAM

registration
e.This is the most important first step for new applicants.

2.Understand the Application Process (Two-Step Submission)
a.New project applicants will follow a two-step process:

i.Submit your application through the local CoC competition portal
1.Your project will be reviewed by the ICH Rating and Ranking Committee
2.Projects are evaluated based on:

a.Outcomes and impact
b.Alignment with HUD and local priorities
c.Overall competitiveness

ii.Step 2: e-snaps Submission (By Invitation Only)
1.Only projects accepted through the local rating and ranking process will move

forward
2.Selected applicants will then enter and submit their project in HUD’s e-snaps

system
3.Not all applicants will advance to e-snaps—selection is based on the final Rating

and Ranking decisions made by the ICH Rating and Ranking Committee. 
3.Prepare for e-snaps (HUD Application System)

a.If selected through the local competition, you will submit your application in e-snaps,
HUD’s official grant system.

b.In e-snaps, you will:
i.Complete your project application
ii.Enter budgets, program design, and performance measures
iii.Submit final materials for HUD review



Support for New Applicants

CSAH is committed to helping new providers successfully navigate this process.
We can assist you with:

SAM.gov registration (step-by-step guidance)
Understanding the local competition process and expectations
e-snaps setup and navigation
Strengthening your project for competitiveness

Projects should clearly demonstrate:
Strong, measurable outcomes (not just services provided)
Reductions in homelessness and housing instability
Clear paths to permanent housing and long-term self-sufficiency
Alignment with community needs and identified service gaps

Programs that integrate housing with supportive services and show clear impact will be most
competitive.

What HUD is Looking For

Ready to Get Started
Contact:

McKaylin Zukowski, Director of Resource Development
 kay@homelessauthority.org
Please include: “FY2026 CoC Competition – New Applicant” in the subject line.
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